The Chinese mystery snail, black snail, or trapdoor snail, scientific name Bellamya chinensis, or Cipangopaludina chinensis, is a large freshwater mollusk with gills in the family Viviparidae. The name, "trapdoor snail" refers the operculum, an oval shell plate that most snails in this class possess. When the soft parts of the snail are fully retracted, the operculum seals the aperture of the shell, providing some protection against drying out and predation

[image: image1.jpg]



The species can be identified by their relatively large globose shells and concentrically marked opercula. The shell is conical and thin but solid, with a sharp apex and relatively higher spire and distinct body whorl. The spire is produced at an angle of 65–80º. Cipangopaludina chinensis exhibits light coloration as a juvenile and olive green, greenish brown, brown, or reddish brown pigmentation as an adult. The inner coloration is white to pale blue. The surface of the shell is smooth with clear growth lines. The Chinensis shell is generally 1 ½” high and 1 ¼”wide, the largest being 2-2 ½” in height and 1 ¼” to 1 ½” wide. 

Identified in York County, Maine in Horn Pond (Acton), Mousam Lake (Acton), Bauneg Beg Pond (Sanford) (unconfirmed), Swan Pond (Lyman)

More data is available from http://www.lakesofmaine.org 
Note: There are no currently reported environmental problems associated with this snail, but it is an indicator that invasive species can get to a body of water.

	
	https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=zLgiduqhF8xk.kBykrnWDg2YY lists american eel, banded killifish, brown bullhead, chain pickerel, largemouth bass, pumpkinseed, rainbow smelt, redbreast sunfish, smallmouth bass, white perch, and yellow perch as the current species in Bunganut Pond.


